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Marshal Joseph Pilsudski, the founder of the Polish State and the great
builder of Poland."
Car was followed by Slawek, who said that in the New Consti-
tution solutions had been found in conformity with the Polish
spirit. Regard had been had to the teaching of the past, with its
anarchy and the partitions, but also with its good features. The
Constitution of May 3, 1791, came too late to arrest the decline
and fall of old Poland, but its basis was sound in that it placed
reliance on purely Polish forces, not on foreign. Then he spoke
of the failure of the Constitution of 1921, with its limitation
of the Executive and the perpetual conflicts of party which
enfeebled the State, and prevented real progress. He described
Pilsudski's intervention in 1926, and the formation of the Govern-
ment Block, which placed the good of the State above any other
consideration.   In   1931   the   Block,   then   headed by   Janus
Jedrzejewicz,   had   invited   all  parties  and citizens to   assist
in examining the proposals for the reform of the Constitution
which had been put before the Parliament in the preceding year,
but there was no response. The Block had to do all the work
itself. The result was the New Constitution, which, Slawek
concluded, was what was necessary for Poland in accordance
with the Block's best power of choice. Criticisms were made by
the Nationalists, Populists, and Socialists. The announcement
of the large majority for the Bill was received with tremendous
applause by the Block; its labour for five years was at last crowned
with success. The Parliament was dissolved on March 28.
In his Preface to the English version of the New Constitution
(see Appendix) Car said that when considering the reform of that
of 1921 Polish jurists saw two comparatively easy ways in which
it could be achieved: the first, to maintain the parliamentary
system within its fundamental limits, merely endeavouring to
remove its most glaring faults; the second, to follow the model
of the totalitarian State. Poland chose neither, but decided to
revert to her old State and national traditions of liberty, adapting
them to modern needs and reconciling them with the spirit of
the present age. Her past historical experiences, however, taught
a political realism that obliged her not to forget that only a strong